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President’s Message 

 

Heading into the depths of winter, it is no wonder the 
Philadelphia Flower Show is a much anticipated and 
well attended event.  Even the Ramsey Area Garden 
Club bus trip there presents an opportunity to spend 
time with all the members we know from that club.  They are a talented and lovely group and 
there is something about flowers and gardens that sparks instant camaraderie.  Another perk of 
membership… 

To quote Thomas Cooper “A garden is never so good as it will be next year.”  So the plant and 
seed catalogs should continue to keep us dreaming.  Please bring any you’re finished with to the 
general meeting to pass along.  Look for them on the side table; there’s probably one you’ll 
come across that you weren’t aware of. Better yet, combine orders with another member.   
What a great excuse to order more plants or seed packets with the money you saved on the 
shipping charges.  Another perk of membership… 

There is the jewelry, perfume and candy camp for Valentine’s Day and then there are gardeners.  
Try dropping hints to get 50 High-Impact, Low-Care Garden Plants the latest book by Tracy 
DiSabato-Aust. Like all of her books, this is crammed with specific info on each plant.  Plus, it is a 
great reference for working up to the 50 when you go to buy additions for your garden.  
Remember to present your membership card at the nurseries that give our club a discount.  
Another perk of membership… 

Bea has passed the baton to Irene as chair of the annuals plant sale.  We use it as a painless 
fundraiser so when you get the order form please make some, if not all, of your selections 
through it.  The price is fair, the stock is very robust and the plants keep rewarding you all 
summer long.  Look for the perennials on the list too. Another perk of membership…  

At the January general meeting, the members present voted to move our general meeting day 
from the second to the third Wednesday of the month effective September 2010.  We already 
tinker with the day to accommodate religious observances and school breaks, and even moving 
to the third Wednesday may not fix all of the conflicts, but we’ll give it a try.  Plus, it allows us to 
attend Oakland’s general meetings which always conflicted with ours on the second 
Wednesday. 

12 member friends bid Martha farewell at a lunch on 1/21.  She’ll be missed and even a casual 
observer would have noticed the friendship shared in the room.  Another perk of membership… 

  

/Tracy-DiSabato-Aust/e/B001JS412K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
/Tracy-DiSabato-Aust/e/B001JS412K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1


As you can see, this month’s message is in no particular order, just weaving examples  through 
as a reminder of all the benefits of membership throughout the year: 8-9 months of meetings, 
expanding your gardening knowledge, plant exchanges, member garden visits, tours, summer 
socials,  and making and/or deepening friendships.  So please come to the general meeting with 
your check for next year’s dues.   

Fondly, Barb 
 

Notes from January 13, 2010 meeting at McFaul 

Borst Landscape and Design gave a presentation on “Front Yard Design”.  Terry McMahon and 
Joe Tuttle helped us re-think the entries to our homes.  We were reminded that it enhances the 
front of your home if your guests have a place to gather before entering your home.  Themes 
that were repeated were creating balance and thinking about the views we create with our 
landscaping.  Landscaping can direct the flow of traffic and it is nice to “experience” the 
landscape as you walk through it.  There was also emphasis on lighting, both for safety and 
aesthetics. 

Business meeting points included moving the meeting date to the third Wednesday of each 
month (as mentioned above).  We will vote in February on whether to pursue having some 
meetings at Larkin House next year.  A plea was made for volunteers to help with the May 
program “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly – Plants and Tools.”  This meeting is where members 
share a brief presentation (approx. 3 mins.) of something they have loved or hated in their 
gardening experience. 
 
(A financial statement was provided but has been excluded from the website post for privacy 

reasons) 

 

February Meeting of the Wyckoff Area Garden Club 

 

Wednesday, February 10th at 10:00 a.m. at the James McFaul Environmental 
Center   Crescent Avenue, Wyckoff (201) 891-5571 

 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ άbŜǿ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǘ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ нлмлέ by Chris Rubino of 

Monrovia Growers 
 
Here’s a first peek at what we’ll be seeing (and lusting for) in nurseries this spring. 
 
Please plan on arriving early for a little socializing and catching up since our last meeting.  Don’t 
forget to ‘lug a mug’!  

Dues are Due!  Please bring a check, payable to WAGC for $35 to this meeting or next, or mail 
your dues to Susan Gurak so that she has payment no later than March 30th. 



Hostesses for the February meeting: 
Arlene Meier, Pat Matrone, Sandra Stracquadanio, Lelia Lenzetti 

Just a reminder – hostesses are expected to come early to set up and stay after to clean up. 

 

Out and About 

Ramsey Area Garden Club is again sponsoring a trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show.  The 
theme this year is "PASSPORT TO THE WORLD."  The bus will be leaving Ramsey (Finch Park 
parking lot; Island Road) at 9 am on March 1, 2010.  Snow date March 3, 2010.  The bus will 
leave Philadelphia at 6:30 pm.  Tickets this year are $56.00 and include bus fare, ticket to the 
show and light snacks.  Please contact either Ann Webersinn (201-825-4569; 
avonannw@optonline.net ) or Karen Kaminski (201-327-1668; K2com@optonline.net ) if you 
are interested in joining them. It's always a hassle free event for you and a great time for all! 
 

Ramsey Area Garden Club: Tuesday Feb. 9, 6:45 pm:  ‘Native’ speaker,  Hubert Ling, will give a 
presentation on attracting butterflies using native plants at the club’s next meeting at The 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 55 Wyckoff Ave.  Ling has a master’s in botany, a doctorate 
in microbiology and has written numerous articles for the Native Plant Exchange Newsletter.  
All are welcomed. 
 
New Jersey Flower and Garden Show, Feb. 18-21, New Jersey Convention Center, Edison, NJ. 
$14 admission for adults. 

 

Bergen County Master Gardeners: Tuesday Feb. 23, refreshments begin at 7 pm: “Great 
Flowering Shrubs” presented by Vincent Simeone, 327 E. Ridgewood Ave., Paramus, NJ 07652. 
 

 

Growing and Greening our Community ς Community Service 

On-Going:  Please continue to bring donations for the Center for Food Action to our meetings.  
Please note there need to be NO items packaged in glass.  We received a very nice thank you 
from them for our generous donation collected at our December party.  They wrote in part: 
“Because of your donation we are able to make a difference in the lives of the families who 
come to us every day.  Thank you for making the plight of our less fortunate neighbors a part of 
your life by supporting our mission.” 

For the complete list of requested items for the Marine Moms collection email  
MahwahMarineMoms@yahoo.com or call Terry Wendrychowicz at 201-891-9324. 

We are no longer collecting: calendars or prescription bottles. 

mailto:avonannw@optonline.net
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Mark Wednesday, June 16th as the date the club will be joining the Wyckoff Historical Society in 
assisting with the Zabriskie House and Garden Tour, which will include several historical homes 
in the area.  All proceeds will benefit Zabriskie. Besides our participation as docents, we are 
baking the cookies and compiling a recipe book of those that will be served.  Sue, Angie and 
Lelia have agreed to take this on and are looking for the rest of the club to send along recipes 
that include herbs and less common spices. We’re planning on a taste-testing to select the ones 
for the book. (p.s. chocolate chips do not grow in the garden.)  
 
Support Lorrimer Sanctuary:  The next bird seed order pickup is Sat. February 6 at the Lorrimer 
Sanctuary, Ewing Ave., Franklin Lakes. They usually have extra bags so call 201-891-2185 and 
replenish your supply.  The berries on shrubs and flower seed heads are gone by now so they’ll 
flock to your feeder. Watching the birds feed is very calming, too.      
 

Club Fundraiser:  Plant Sale  

Spring will be here before you know it…and the last frost date for our area is May 15.  The 
WAGC is once again selling annuals this year.  Please send your order with payment to 
Irene McCall (order form with pricing will be emailed as a separate file) by Saturday, March 
27th.  Pickup is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 12 between 10 and 11 am at Barb’s 
house.  A variety of annuals, vegetables and herbs are available at reasonable prices.  This is an 
easy way to get color and fill in some spaces in your plantings or purchase pots or baskets ready 
to set out on the deck or patio!  
 

In the Garden 

For anyone who doesn’t mind bundling up in the cold and heading out, here are a few things 
that can be done in the garden in February (from Margaret Roach’s  www.awaytogarden.com. 
She gardens in zone 5b, we are zone 6a/b, so you can adjust timeframes accordingly) 

TAKE A WALKABOUT, unless the ground is muddy (I don’t walk on sodden soil; it does such 
damage). Check to see if mulches are in place or if they’ve heaved, or if burlap and other 
protectors have come loose, exposing vulnerable plants to possible heaving damage or 
windburn. 

STIFLE THE URGE to start vegetable seedlings too early. Small, compact seedlings are better 
transplants than older, leggy ones. Only leeks and onions should be started indoors this month 
in my zone; most seedlings take eight weeks or less to be garden-ready, so I count back from 
final frost about two months for my very first sowings.  

OR TRY THIS ESCAPE: Force branches of spring-blooming shrubs and trees like pussy willow, 
forsythia, apple and cherry once buds have begun to swell. Cut on an angle and put indoors in 
water. I submerge them overnight, then place them in a bucket of water in my mudroom, 

http://www.awaytogarden.com/
http://awaytogarden.com/seed-starting-basics
http://awaytogarden.com/giant-pussy-willow-salix-chaenomeloides


draped with a plastic bag, until the buds push off their coverings. The closer to actual bloom 
date you try to force things, the higher the success rate (no big surprise). 

COLORFUL TWIGS from shrub dogwoods and willows would make good indoor arrangements 
now, and many want stooling (cutting to maybe 8 inches from the ground) every other or third 
year.  

IF YOU HAVE a cold frame, sow an early crop of spinach and lettuce in it. In fact, you can start 
spinach in the open ground if snow has melted. 

PRIME PRUNING TIME for deciduous trees and shrubs (including fruit trees) is right now, while 
they are dormant. Don’t paint the wounds—let them heal naturally. Always use sharp tools to 
make clean cuts, and be on the lookout for dead, damaged, or diseased wood and prune out as 
discovered. This is especially important in winter’s harsher weather, where weaknesses left in 
place invite tearing and unnecessary extra damage. Remove suckers and water sprouts, too. 

DID YOU CLEAR TURF OR WEEDS from the area right around the trunks of fruit trees and 
ornamentals to reduce winter damage by rodents? Hardware cloth collars should be in place 
year-round as well. 

Looking Ahead:  March Meeting of the Wyckoff Area Garden Club 

Wednesday, March 10th at 10:00 a.m. at the James McFaul Environmental 
Center   Crescent Avenue, Wyckoff (201) 891-5571 

 

Program: άThe Garden in Winter ς From the Inside Outέ by our past president       

Janet Schultz. 
 
For both novice and skilled gardeners winter is a wonderful time to reflect upon the garden, a 
chance to “see” the negative as well as the positive aspects, and to review and plan for 
springtime renovations and plantings. 
 
Please plan on arriving early for a little socializing and catching up since our last meeting.  Don’t 
forget to ‘lug a mug’!  

Hostesses for the March meeting: 
Jeanne Muller, Doris Landre, Fran DiGiorgio, Sue Hurd 

Just a reminder – hostesses are expected to come early to set up and stay after to clean  up. 
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